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The space industry has a very complicated
regulatory structure and this has been the biggest
obstacle, says Musk

Transcript

     The hurdles entering the space industry, well, it is a very complicated regulatory structure.. As you might imagine, when
somebody tries to build an orbital launch vehicle which is not really all that distinguishable from an ICBM, there's a lot of
regulation and there probably should be because you don't want to launch something and end up hitting LA where I live.. So
probably the regulatory stuff was very difficult.. The environmental approvals certainly have proven very difficult much more
so than we expected.. I mean here in Silicon Valley, what I came to appreciate is in Silicon Valley you live in a libertarian
paradise.. There is almost no regulation.. What can be very frustrating is that regulation is often irrational; it doesn't make
any sense but you've got somebody there who's simply executing a set of rules independent of where those rules make sense
and you can try to convince them that rules don't make sense and they won't listen to you.. So probably regulation is the most
annoying thing.. I would say overall though, I'm very pleased because I think we've had a very smooth development process
and on the whole, I can't complain at all...
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